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Annual meeting shines light on ‘Golden Age of Medicine’ 
The Massachusetts Biotechnology Council’s two-day annual meeting this week will attract some top 
names in life sciences to discuss the field’s future in the Bay State. 

Francis Collins, director of the National Institutes of Health, which funds several top Massachusetts 
institutions, will give the opening keynote address today at the Royal Sonesta in Cambridge. 

Tomorrow, Stephen Spielberg, the Food and Drug Administration’s deputy commissioner for medical 
products and tobacco, will give the closing address. 

Also tomorrow, MassBio’s Henri Termeer Innovative Leadership Award will be given to Joshua 
Boger, the founder of Vertex Pharmaceuticals, the Cambridge company that has had two drugs — one 
for hepatitis C and one for cystic fibrosis — win FDA approval within the past year. 

In mid-June, BIO, the industry’s international convention, will return to Boston, and biotech 
professionals from around the world will be able to see Vertex’s new headquarters going up at Fan 
Pier in the Seaport District. 

“We really celebrate innovation — what we’re able to do for patients, why we’re the best place in the 
world for innovation and discovery, and what we need to do to stay that way,” said Robert Coughlin, 
MassBio’s president and CEO. 

Imran Nasrullah, head of strategic alliances at T1D First, a not-for-profit dedicated to improving the 
lives of people with Type 1 diabetes, said we are on “the cusp of the Golden Age of Medicine.” 

“Driven by a confluence of biotech, infotech and clinical medicine, we are able to treat, if not cure,” 
diseases that were once a death sentence, Nasrullah said. 

“It is an economic driver in Massachusetts,” he added, “and we should be an advocate for keeping 
these types of companies here.” 

Since 2001, the number of people employed in Massachusetts’ biopharmaceutical sector has grown by 
53 percent, to more than 50,000, Coughlin said, “because we continue to attract the best and the 
brightest.” 

That growth can also be attributed to the fact that most large pharmaceutical companies are having a 
productivity lag, because some of their drugs have gone off patent, Nasrullah said, and they’re looking 
to small, innovative companies for new therapies and diagnostics that will replenish their pipeline. 
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“Massachusetts is the place for this,” he said. 

In September, the EBD Group, life science industry consultant, will team up with MassBio to bring 
BioPharm America to Boston to give small companies the chance to make their pitches to large ones, 
speed-dating style, on why they would make good partners. 
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